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The higher purpose of higher education is real
In the last few months we have witnessed a number of political debates that have become part of the
national discussion on issues such as healthcare,
immigration, infrastructure, freedom of speech,
the media and truth itself. What is the connection
between these topics and higher education? It is
much more obvious than you might think.
National progress – economic, social and individual – depends on winning these debates. Social
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, large parts of the
nation’s transportation system, as well as the public higher education system, have all been heavily
funded by the federal government through taxation.
The rationale for this funding is that all of these
programs and institutions provide services for the
common good. The government has developed legislation that set the parameters under which they
operate and are funded.
And this is not unique to this country. Other
developed nations have established similar support
services; some to an even larger extent than in the
U.S. Why is that? The answer is relatively very simple, but not obvious to everyone. It has to do with
the very basis of democracy as a concept: individual freedom, social responsibility, openness, equal
opportunities and prosperity.
What we have done when developing democracies is to create environments in which people can
adapt to change. By doing so, we as a society can
foster more equality and greater opportunities. For
these reasons western democracies have been examples of stAnd if you think that higher education is
not really part of that mix, think again. The national
system of highways that we developed after World
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War II was essential for the economic development
across the nation. It was paid largely by taxpayers
who, in turn, saw the economies of their states grow.
Similarly, the large investment that the federal
government made since the Civil War creating the
system of land-grant universities, providing funding for scholarly activities, and tuition payments
or low-interest loans to college students, whether
they were military veterans or not, helped propel
national progress.
Now think of highways, bridges, and infrastructure in general. Because of lowering taxation, they
are crumbling around the country. Some think that
privatization may be the solution, but that means
higher prices at the tolls, lower standards of maintenance and fewer safety regulations. After all, the
bottom line of any private corporation is to generate
profits.
We are seeing the same going on with higher
education. Student debt is climbing to astronomical levels not only because for-profit universities
encourage their students (mostly low and lower
middle-class ones) to take on debt while public
institutions have to raise their tuition and fees in
order to operate because their states are providing
them with less and less financial support.
Because of these fundamental changes in how we
economically support these infrastructures, we are
seeing society rattling since people are losing their

trust in the political and economic system to provide
them the fairness they expect. And this has been
decades in the making. Since the 1980s anti-government and anti-intellectual rhetoric has undermined
trust in government as a tool for prosperity. The
result? We are pointing fingers for the maladies
of society unto “others,” whether they are ethnic
groups different from the traditional dominant ones,
immigrants, or the news media.
No wonder we see populist demagogues harvesting large portions of popular support in an embrace
of far right-wing ideologies that promise greatness
based on hatred, simplistic but false solutions
and lies. It was not long ago that fascist and Nazi
regimes rose to power resulting in wars, ruin and
spaces for far left-wing ideologies that predicated
greatness for their peoples, but were also based in
hatred, simplistic solutions and lies that did not
work either. Both degenerated into less prosperity
and widening inequality.
However, the fact of the matter is that large sections of the population are facing similar conditions
to the ones that generated the totalitarian regimes
that created so much misery while solving nothing.
It does not help that liberal democracies like ours
allowed the 2008 financial crisis in which so many
lost so much while not seeing any accountability
being required from those responsible for that crisis. Or to see Great Britain undergoing the Brexit
process that is already generating chaos and turmoil
in the U.K., or the rise of worldwide discontent
that has been harvested by extremist parties that
see only economic elites really prospering in these
conditions.

So, what is the role for colleges and universities
at this momentous place in time? There was a time
when society looked at professors and researchers
at academic centers for answers to the problems of
society. Not anymore.
Now academics are vilified by the media, their
expertise is ignored – if not outright ridiculed – and
their wisdom is substituted by “talking points” from
sources funded by special interests. But let’s face
it, institutions of higher education were never prepared to deal with well-organized and well-funded
anti-intellectual campaigns. And to make things
worse, for the most part they still have to wake up
from the dream that there is wide public support for
universities and from the illusion that ample financial government backing will return.
It is time for academics to take these threats as an
opportunity and to herald colleges and universities
as what they really are: pillars of truth and engines
of human equality, opportunity and prosperity for
all.
What we need is to promote higher education as
a banner of progress, democracy and justice. Unless
we develop this message coherently and clearly, we
will succumb to the worst of human proclivities and
repeat the errors that cost us so much in the past. As
the philosopher George Santayana once said, “Those
who do not remember the past are condemned to
repeat it.”
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences at Baruch College-CUNY.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Southern Illinois mine
donated for bat research
ELCO, Ill. (AP) — Owners of a
one-time silica mine in southern
Illinois are donating the property to
a Michigan-based group that works
to help the endangered Indiana bat.
A deal that was decades in the
making came to a close last week
as Unimin President and CEO
Campbell Jones gave ownership
of Magazine Mine to Organization
for Bat Conservation Executive
Director Rob Mies, the Southern
Illinoisan reported . The mine will
be the protected home of more than
45,000 endangered Indiana bats.
Jones said that although his com-

pany is responsible for industrial mineral mining, they also have
another goal to "advance life." He
said the company is more a steward
of the land than an owner of the
land they mine.
"It is a privilege to be responsible
for land," Jones said. "We see it as
just a short period of time."
Mies said he is thrilled to take
ownership of the site and that
Magazine Mine has the potential
to be a great place for scientific
study on top of being home to such
a large population of endangered
bats.
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Kaleb Dothard, a freshman accounting student from Moline, and Jazmin Torres, a freshman elementary education major from
Moline, speak with a representative from the Special Olympics during SIUE's Volunteer Fair.

Student fairs promote SIUE values
For the Intelligencer
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville students were presented with ample opportunities
to add value and purpose to their higher education experience during the Student Organization
and Volunteer Fairs held Monday-Wednesday,
Aug. 28-30.
The Student Organization Fair showcased a
sampling of the University’s more than 300 student organizations. According to Michelle Welter,
associate director of SIUE’s Kimmel Student
Involvement Center, student organizations are
the most popular way students get involved on
campus.
“We are here to empower the campus community by hosting inclusive events and offering
a safe place for students to engage with each
other,” said Virginia Williams, a junior nursing
major representing Black Girls Rock. “Being
involved in this organization has relieved some

of the stress I have from classes and helped me
make new friends.”
“Our organization helps students network
with professors and business professionals,”
added Alexander Frank, a junior economics and
finance major, who was recruiting students to
join the business organization, ELITE. “All of
the business professionals I’ve talked to say it’s
important to be a well-rounded student. This
organization allow students an opportunity to
stick out to prospective employers.”
More than 40 local nonprofit and government
agencies filled the Morris University Center’s
Goshen Lounge for the Volunteer Fair to connect
with students and make them aware of ways
they can gain knowledge and skills, and make a
difference in the community.
“It’s my first year at SIUE and I’m eager to get
involved and find ways to help people,” said
Jazmin Torres, a freshman from Moline, as she
engaged with representatives from the Special

Olympics, Make a Wish Foundation and Dance
Marathon. “I’m excited to go to these meetings
and learn more about how I can make an impact.”
“College students are wonderful, often
untapped, resources that can give back to the
community,” said Aimee Williams, volunteer
coordinator and secretary for SNIP (Spay Neuter
Illinois Pets) Alliance and the Riverbend Pet
Food Pantry.
“We always welcome students with certain
skills and talents to host workshops, and help
us provide more programming for our patrons,”
added Lara Jennings, director of the SIUE East St.
Louis Learning Resource Center. “We have general volunteer opportunities and service projects
that we can partner on. These experiences build
students’ resumes and help us provide important
services to community members.”
For more information on community engagement and involvement opportunities, visit siue.
edu/kimmel/.

Child Advocacy Center unveils new logo
For the Intelligencer
Children who are brave enough
to face abuse need to be “Heard,
Supported and Connected.”
Madison County Child Advocacy
Center (CAC) created a new look
with its tagline and logo change.
“Our logo is one of the main ways
that people can recognize who we
are,” CAC Executive Director Carrie
Cohan said. “We wanted a look that
was modern, encouraging and that
describes the work that the Center
does.”
Cohan said that CAC staff and
board members wanted to modernize the logo.
“We knew that it was time to have
an identity that reflects the approach
that our organization strives for,”
she said. “The children we see are
brave enough to come forward and
they need to be heard, supported
and connected so they can begin to
heal.”
The CAC is a resource for the
children to disclose abuse. Through
confidential forensic interviews, children are able to share their story

Canal said both shows will be different, although it’s the same
band performing.
“Saturday night is more of a greatest hits package. The Sunday
show is – they have a classic album called, ‘Argus,’ which a lot of
musicians, a lot of groups who are influenced by their album, who,
in rock history, is considered a true, true classic,” Canal said.
“On that Sunday, they’re going to do the whole album from start to
finish and then do some greatest hits stuff after that.”
Wishbone Ash, formed in 1969, has more than 20 original studio
recordings and several albums. The rock band includes members
Andy Powell on vocals and lead guitar, Bob Skeat on bass, Joe
Crabtree on drums and Mark Abrahams on guitar.
Some of the band’s most recognizable hits include “Helpless,”
“Runaway,” “Outward Bound,” and several others.
Tickets for Sunday’s show are $40 each.
To purchase tickets, visit the Wildey’s website at www.wildeytheatre.com or contact the box office at 307-1750. For more information
about the band, visit its website at www.wishboneash.com.
For the last weekend of September, Jim Messina will be taking the
stage at 8 p.m., Friday, Sept. 22.
Messina will be returning to the Wildey after his last show four
months ago. After having a good turnout at his last show, Canal said
it seemed only fitting to have him back at the Wildey.
“He was here last time about four months ago. It sold out and we
wanted to add a second show, but he couldn’t accommodate that, so
we said, ‘Why don’t we just book one for down the road?’ and he
agreed,” Canal said.
Messina has starred in a number of bands, including Buffalo
Springfield, Poco, Loggins and Messina and his solo career. Some of
Messina’s best known hits range from “Listen to a Country Song,”
to “Kind Woman,” “A Child’s Claim to Fame,” “You Better Think
Twice,” and “Angry Eyes.”
Tickets for the show are $60 each and are still available but in limited quantities.
To purchase tickets, visit the Wildey’s website at www.wildeytheatre.com or contact the box office at 307-1750. For more information
about Messina, visit his website at www.jimmessina.com.
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one time in a safe and supportive
environment.
The CAC staff is dedicated to
helping children and their families
find hope and healing despite an
abuse allegation. The Center, located Wood River, serves more than
600 children involved in an allegations of severe physical or sexual
abuse each year.
Cohan said the need for services
continues to rise and the center is
undergoing renovations to enhance
the current space to provide additional waiting rooms, a second inter-

view room and an observation area.
“To better meet the needs of children and families in our community
the Center is expanding,” she said.
The expansion is part of a recent
grant the center received through
the Victims of Crime Act or VOCA
for short. The Victims of Crime Act
of 1984 (VOCA) serves as a major
funding source for victim services
throughout the country.
“The CAC is thrilled at the opportunity to provide better, comprehensive and individualized services
to children and families who come

to through our doors,” Cohan said.
“These new dollars will increase our
ability to provide hope and healing
to children and families and ensure
they feel heard, supported and connected at a very difficult time in their
lives.”
The Center is planning on hosting
tours of the newly renovated space
later this fall, so the public is able
to see the changes and upgrades.
For more information about the services of the Madison County Child
Advocacy Center visit www.madco-cac.org or call (618)296-5390.

The Fall Fest features a variety of activities for all ages.
“We have a lot for the kids,” Noronha said. “We have a zip line
for kids, a rock wall and I Dood It.”
In addition, there will be inflatables, face painting, an obstacle
course and air soft.
For the adults, there will be music, food, beer and a bags tournament on Saturday, which Noronha said has a $40 entry fee with the
winning team collecting a $200 top prize.
“We have live music, the food stalls with pork steaks and cheesy
fries,” Noronha said.
For more information or to purchase tickets in advance, contact
St. Mary’s at stmaryedw.org or call 656-4857.
Later this fall, St. Mary’s will begin marking its 175th anniversary.
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After the incident, Krausz was placed on administrative leave while
the Illinois State Police investigated the officer involved in the shooting.
Illinois State Police investigators confirmed that White had fired at Krausz
and it was a justified shooting.
Krausz is the same Maryville Police officer who rescued the heavy
equipment officer who from the natural gas explosion on Route 162 in
April 2016.

